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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
 I hope this newsletter finds you and your family in 

good health. We all have been through a lot these past few 

months during the COVID-19 pandemic.  I am appealing 

to you to help us assist others in our society who may be in 

need by making a donation to our Welfare Fund through 
our secure website  www.newcracowfriendshipsoc.org.  

 We are here for you or anyone in the society you 

know in need of assistance.  We will help in any way we 

can.  Just send a message to ncfs.org@gmail.com and 

someone will contact you.   
 Planning for the future is very important. The 

board of directors met via zoom on May 14th to plan future 

gatherings, do our usual committee work and  put in place 

a tentative calendar for the 2020-2021 year. Following the 

CDC’s guidelines, as we approach the dates on the 

calendar, we will provide additional program information. 
Updates will be posted on our website in addition to our 

Newsletter and Facebook page. Also, reminders will be 

sent using our phone tree messaging service.  

 Last month, board members made personal phone 

calls to check in with our membership. Unfortunately, 
some numbers where inactive or no massage could be left.  

In other cases messages where left. It was wonderful to 

speak to so many of you. 

 Wishing everyone good health and a pleasant 

transition for spring to summer. 

 

LISTING OF COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 
Cemetery  Bernice Slutzman 

   brei513@aol.com 
   Leon Hilfstein 
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Outreach  Dolores Berkowsky 
   doloberko@gmail.com 
   Steven Radwan 

   sterad22@aol.com 
Social Action  Anna Gallegos 
   NCFS.3G@gmail.com  
   Steven Radwan 
   sterad22@aol.com  

 

Social Committee Susan Krul Caren 
   susankc@optonline.net 
Sunshine  Ida Lewis 
   Idale747@gmail.com 
   Eva Pfau 

   Pfaueva@gmail.com 
Telephone Tree Leon Hilfstein 
   leonh74d@gmail.com 
Website  Simone Scheumann 
   ncfs.org@gmail.com 
Welfare  Renata Farahnik 
  Teacherspet130@hotmail.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Dear Members, 

 

 I am so pleased to be back with you again. and I'm 

hoping the arrival of this month's Newsletter finds you and 

your family well.  
 While we've been spending the last few 

months  "sheltering in place" and either working at jobs 

from home (or unfortunately for some, "not" working) or 

trying to find new ways to keep busy and stay engaged in 

life or time,  the advent of the Corona Virus invasion has 

also been giving many people the opportunity to remain 
home for a change, rest our bodies or buckle down and 

clear up a lot of old business that was taking up space for 

way too long. This period has been giving us a chance to 

call old friends and relations we haven't seen or spoken 

with in ages and allow us to reconnect.  It offers a time to 
reflect and loosen strained relationships and perhaps repair 

old wounds. Some people are choosing to make calls to 

singles... both young and old, who are home alone, A 

pandemic like this brings to light emphasizing what is truly 

important: People, love, support, and staying centered.  
 In a very real way, Covid 19 is an unexpected 

invasion that teaches us the randomness of disaster, the 

swiftness with which a false sense of having control is lost, 

or how the function & mobility we enjoyed before and took 

for granted can quickly disappear, and most of all how 

rapidly and wide a pandemic disaster can spread. For 
people with loved ones in nursing homes or assisted living 

facilities, it has become an additional heavy strain. What 

we thought was a positive alternative is now a very 

dangerous situation.  

 As a 2nd Generation, I reflected on stories I heard 
about typhus fever running rampant, and lockdown with 

isolation from family and friends. I was reminded about 

"not knowing" and how much courage it takes to say or 

admit that you "just don't know".  I reflected on faith, 

hope, and even a false sense of hope, on courage, tenacity, 

resilience... all qualities I learned from my survivor 
parents. I felt deep fear for the safety of my family, 

friends, myself, and others.  Now people were dying by the 



thousands, and then tens of thousands.  I concluded that 

just like our parents before us, we had to stay strong, find 
creative ways to get through this difficult time, and 

persevere through the challenges and tests in order to keep 

going.  Hopefully we will enjoy more of a peaceful fruitful 

future.  I thought of "the Society" and how this contagion 

could possibly move the 2nd and 3rd generations to clarify 

our sense of dedication and purpose.  
 We send our deepest condolences to the member 

who have lost loved ones in  recent months. May you be 

comforted by friends and family, and all the mourners of 

Zion and Yerushalayim.  

 As our original survivor member population has 
been decreasing in greater numbers over the last few years, 

we encourage our 2Gs, 3Gs and (sooner than we can 

believe) the forthcoming 4Gs,  to step in and choose to 

take a more committed role in the future of this Society. 

Who else will be in charge of our elders' legacies?  We 
want to know your thoughts, ideas, concerns, wishes and 

your desires for this organization. We would appreciate 

your personal energy to help build a network of concerned 

2G, 3G, 4G offspring preserving the legacies of our 

forebears. We must keep moving forward... bearing their 

truths and lessons and bringing Holocaust awareness/ 
education to the foreground. 

 So, please stay active. Remit your 2020 

membership renewal dues now (and any past dues owed) 

to keep your membership current. Mail your check to me 

at the address below or view our website: www./
newcracowfriendshipsoc.org and pay your dues by 

PayPal.  New members will pay a one time initiation fee of 

$50. Dues are $25 single membership, $40 couples 

membership. Contributions are always appreciated. And 

no one will be turned away for lack of funds.  

 See you when the gates open up! 
 

Ida Lewis 

Membership Committee Chairperson 

147-17 78th Road 

Flushing NY 11367 
(718) 380-3574 

 

A LETTER TO THE SOCIETY 
 I just wanted to mention how impressed I was that 

the NCFS managed to get its latest newsletter into the 

mail. It couldn't have been easy to finish it up and have it 
printed and mailed during these crazy times. 

 Kudos to all involved, especially Bernice 

Slutzman, for whom I don't have an email address. 

 And you should be proud of the content as well. It 

was a pleasure to read the moving and eloquent remarks of 
the 3Gers at the commemoration in March. You must be 

shepping well deserved nachas from their involvement! 

Be well, 

 

Renee Stern Steinig 

REFLECTIONS ON V-E DAY 
 
 Today is the 75th anniversary of what the western 

World celebrates as VE Day, the victory over Nazi 

Germany. And that means this month is the semi 

sesquicentennial of the liberation of the charter members of 

this Society from Nazi persecution. Each member of that 

generation has his or her own unique story. I’d like to 
share, over this and the next few newsletters, a small 

portion of h=that story as recorded by my wife Dolores’ 

father, Alex Finder, z”l, in recently translated writings he 

submitted in 1946-47. 

 Alex was a Cracow native who spent 51/2 years 
(from age 20-26) under the Nazi heel, the last months at the 

slave labor camps of Mauthausen, Gusen and Gunskirchen 

Lager, in Austria. He was liberated at Gunskirchen, near 

Lambach, on May 5, 1945m byt the U.S. Army’s 71st 

division, near death from diseas and malnutrition. He 
would spend the next 49 days in a hospital, recovering from 

typhoid fever. 

 With no community to which to return, Alex 

settled into a DP camp at Bad Ischl, where he would meet 

his future wife, Helen Sturmwind, a survivor from Tarnow. 

In May 1946, a month before their marriage, Alex helped 
to organize a ceremony marking the first anniversary of 

liberation. The day’s events featured a gathering of Polish 

survivors from all the DP camps nearby, speeches by an 

Army chaplain and local dignitaries, and a march from the 

Golden Cross Hotel to the Jewish cemetery at nearby 
Ebensee, where many of the survivors who died in that first 

year were buried. 

 In the photos below, Alex appears at the far left of 

the speaker’s lectern, and is the nearest of those at the side 

of the road reviewing the line of march along the Traun 

River to Ebensee. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Peter A. Berkowsky 

2nd Generation  
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Alex helped to draft a handbill advertising the event entitled: B. Wiezniowie Obozow Koncentracyjnchi Zydzi I Zy-
dowski!  The handbill, along with other materials written by Alex for the local Polish-language DP camp newspaper, 
were submitted to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1999. It was only recently translated into English, and 

speaks to us from 1946 as follows: 

Former Prisoners of Concentration Camps! 
Jews and Jewesses! 

 

 On May 5 we will celebrate. On that date, the gates of torment opened to freedom. But while the gates of the 
concentration camps may have opened, millions of our sisters and brothers never lived to see that day. Many 

others died even after regaining their freedom, as a result of the torture and suffering they experienced dur-

ing imprisonment. May 5 is a date of remembrance for what we went through during the six years of domi-

nation by Hitler’s thugs. It is a day on which we, the few surviving witnesses, must accuse, before the civi-

lized world, the criminals who served under the sign of the swastika. 
  

 On that date we will gather at the graves of our comrades, to show our respect for those who suffered all 

these tortures with us. 
  

 Please come, all who were imprisoned in the concentration camps, all who endured the “care” of the SS, all 

whose freedom was taken away by the murderers in brown uniforms who destroyed your families and all 

that is dear to every man - warmth of home. 
  

 On that day, we will pledge to the spirit of our beloved that the sacrifices we suffered will become our guide 

to extinguishing human hatred forever. 
  

 We call upon you  to come, participate and pay your respects at this memorial ceremony. 
 

  Program of the memorial ceremony on May 5, 1946. 

  9:30 a.m.: departure from hotel Goldenes Kreus, Bad Ischl 

  10 a.m.: start of the ceremony at the cemetery of the prisoners of the concentration camp in 

   Steinkogl (Ebensee 2nd station) 
 

  Guests arriving on May 5th at 10 a.m. from Linz, Bad Gastein will be greeted at the train station 

  and taken by bus to the cremony. 

 

  Delegates of groups and organizations are asked to bring their flags, and those who have concentration 
  camp uniforms should wear them.                   

                      Jewish ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE 
TO MEMORIALIZE CONCENTRATION CAMP VICTIMS 

Bad Ischl, Hotel Goldenes Kreuz 



 



TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

September 13 ,2020 Yizkor at Beth Moses Cemetery 
October 18  General Membership Meeting 

December 6  Pre Chanukah Celebration 

2021 
March 14  Commemoration at Lake Success  

April 18  General Membership & Election 

    Meeting 
May 2   Installation 

 
WELFARE REPORT 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

    I hope this note finds you and yours safe and well. As 

chairperson of the Welfare Committee  I am advising our 

members of a situation in which I’m hoping we can all 

help. 
  Mr. Leon Shagrin is a member and a fellow Holocaust 

survivor. Unfortunately and very sadly , Mr. Schagrin  has 

fallen upon very difficult times.  Leon was forced to be a 

Nazi stable boy, while his wife Betty was on Schindler’s 

list.  Their main source of income was Betty’s survivor 

benefits from Germany.  Sadly Betty died last 
December.  Leon suffers from visual, as well as other 

medical challenges . He has no children, or surviving 

family.  He has  also lost his  wife’s  survivor benefits and 

is in a desperate financial situation with a shortfall of $800 

monthly.  
    Let’s all come together to see how we can help him at 

this difficult time.  Please send  donations through the 

NCFS website  and indicate your donation is for the 

welfare  fund for Leon Schagrin,  or make a general 

welfare donation.  Any amount  is helpful and much 

appreciated. You can also send a check to the address  in 
the  Newsletter.   

    Since the inception of our society, the Welfare 

Committee has helped other members  on a regular 

basis.  At this time we continue assisting others bimonthly. 

Sincerely ,  
Renata Farahnik  

Welfare Committee Chair 

newcracowfriendshipsoc.org 

Please press yellow button to make a donation. 

 

STRESS REDUCTION 
 

 I am interested in providing members and their 

families an experiential stress reduction workshop that will 

benefit them in terms of coping with the current pandemic. 

This will feature the use of Havening a “state of the art” 
trauma based treatment approach that they will be able to 

learn and utilize going forward. 

 As you may know new trauma tends to exacerbate 

earlier unresolved trauma so many in the society may be 

suffering more than most. Also trauma tends to be 

intergenerational so this would be helpful to some of the 
younger members. 
 

Bill Solz LCSW, CASAC  

Director of Stress Solutions of NY 
Certified Anger Resolution Therapist 

Domestic ViolenceTrained 

www.StressSolutionsNY.com 

www.HaveningNYC.com 

Biography: 
 
 Bill Solz is a licensed clinical social worker and 

credentialed alcohol and substance abuse counselor, who 

was also recognized in 2013, by NASW, as Nassau 

County’s Social Worker of the Year. He has also been the 

director of Stress Solutions of New York for more than 30 
years, now with offices in NYC and Garden City, Long 

Island. He is also certified in both anger management, 

EMDR, and Havening, along with being trained in 

domestic violence.  

 Bill has been working with children, adolescents, 
and their families where he has specialized in promoting 

stress reduction, addressing addictions, trauma, and 

parenting concerns. Bill utilizes several different treatment 

approaches to afford his clients quick symptom relief and 

comprehensive healing. He is also a retired school social 

worker and a former faculty member at Adelphi 
University’s School of Social Work. In addition he is a 

recognized workshop presenter for colleagues and 

corporations alike where he addresses the alternative 

treatment approaches he uses to promote stress reduction 

and relapse prevention. His expertise as a trauma 
professional has enabled him to become the clinical 

supervisor of Operations Initiative, a program geared to 

working with the post traumatic stress disorders of our 

veterans. 

 

SEARCH FOR INFORMATION 
 

 I am a researcher of Jewish resistance in the 

Holocaust. In the last year I have been conducting a field 

study about the Jewish underground group that operated in 

the countryside east of Krakow.   
 I would be grateful to find relatives of the Neugut 

brothers, Marcus born in 1906 and Jakob born in 1910 in 

Krakow. During the war, the Neuguts moved to the area of 

Lipnica near Bochnia and they took shelter in a Polish 

farmers' home. The Germans murdered part of the family. 
Marcus joined local Jewish resistance group led by Szymon 

Dranger.  

 After the war, in 1949, Marcus and Jakob arrived 

in New York. Marcus stayed in New York and Jakob 

moved to Florida and passed away in 1985.  

 Thank you for your help 
Dr Eran Zohar   



OP ED 

 
Dearest Friends, 

On May 25th a tipping point was reached.  The murder of George Floyd at the hands of the police has 
caused a wave across our nation and around the world to fight racism head on.  We know all too well 
what can happen when hate and ignorance are allowed to persist.  This is the very reason why the first 
line of our Mission Statement declares that we will fight injustice in all its forms.  As an organization, we 
must stand together with the Black community. 

We would like to share with you some words of motivation and wisdom from Rabbi Paul Kurland of the 
Nanuet Hebrew Center. (Edited for length) 

"We have empathized with others, but, too often, from a distance. Racism has murdered so many, too 
many, but the impact on our individual lives is far less than the impact upon millions of others. There is 
something wrong with this limited empathy of ours. When any of our brothers and sisters cry out in 
pain, we must be there to respond and help. We are told in Deuteronomy, 'You shall not distort justice.' 
And when distortion exists and we do nothing in response, we become part of the problem. 

When anti-Semitism raises its ugly head, we cry out with the hope that other faiths are listening and 
listening well. This is exactly what we, as Jews, must do now for our fellow Americans of color. We must 
listen and listen even more and learn. The first act of showing our desire to overcome the evil of racism 
is to let our brothers and sisters know that we are listening. 

. . . No more can we stand idly by and only empathize. We need to act, and we need to fight in the right 
ways to outnumber the voices of those who hate. 

. . . Too much of the inequalities that racism preaches still exist. And they exist because we have 
forgotten to continue to listen and learn. We have forgotten to care for others beyond our own circles. 

No more. No more. No more. I hear the cries. I see the tears. I feel the anger and overwhelming 
frustration and I want to be a part of the solution. My Jewish soul demands that of me. Your Jewish soul 
demands that of you. So, let us begin the process of becoming part of the solution." 

There are 8 policies that if changed will decrease police violence by 72%. Visit www.8cantwait.org to 
learn more, find your city, call your mayor and demand change now! 

Be on the lookout for an email with information on how to get involved from the social action 
committee.  If you are unsure if we have your email please send us one with "newsletter sign up" in the 
subject to socialaction.ncfs@gmail.com 

Sincerely, 

Anna Scheumann Gallegos 

 



 
 
“The Jan Marcin Szancer exhibition opens on July 1 at the Galicia Jewish Museum in Krakow Poland will run 
through July 2021.  The illustrated poster will be the banner for the exhibition. The hope is that international 
visitors will be able to come to Krakow by the closing date in July 2021.” 
Elizabeth Szancer  

http://www.galiciajewishmuseum.org/en/coming-soon-exhibition-opening-szancer-imagine-that 

THE 1958 PANDEMIC  
 
 1958 was a big year for our family as it is the year 

we arrived as immigrants to the United States. A few days 

ago, I came across some interesting information about the 

1957 – 1958 pandemic.  From the CDC website: 

 “In February 1957, a new influenza A (H2N2) 

virus emerged in East Asia, triggering a pandemic (“Asian 
Flu”). This H2N2 virus was comprised of three different 

genes from an H2N2 virus that originated from an avian 

influenza A virus, including the H2 hemagglutinin and the 

N2 neuraminidase genes. It was first reported in Singapore 

in February 1957, Hong Kong in April 1957, and in 
coastal cities in the United States in summer 1957. The 

estimated number of deaths was 1.1 million worldwide and 

116,000 in the United States.” 

 I remember 1958 vividly. My parents, Emil and 

Janet Stoeger, my sister Maria Stoeger (Helfman) and I 
left Krakow in 1956 and lived in Vienna until the summer 

of 1958. During this time the US government vetted us to 

make sure we were not communists and to make sure we 

were healthy.  

 In the summer of ‘58 we landed at Idlewild 

International Airport (now Kennedy), one of the busiest 
airports in the US. We were met there by my mother’s 

sister, Esther Rudman, and on that first day in the US I 

also got my first look at NY subways as we traveled to her 

house. During 1958-1959 we lived in at least two different 

apartment buildings, I attended two different schools (and 
yet another one in 1960), Maria attended junior high 

school, and my parents took subways to work. They had a 

large circle of survivor friends (many of them future 

members of the New Cracow Friendship Society) so we 

frequently had dinner and other get-togethers. 

 Even though the virus apparently did attack 
children, I don't remember anyone in my classes being 

unusually sick. (Classes in NY in that era had 40+ kids 

with 6 classes in each grade). I don't remember my parents 

or teachers or anyone else being unusually concerned. 
There was apparently a vaccine at the time, but still a high 

rate of death as it was only moderately effective. 

 The only protective measure my mother insisted on 

was she didn't quite understand why American girls would 

wear knee socks instead of tights during cold 

weather. During this era, girls had to wear skirts or dresses 
to school and 98% of my friends wore knee socks. They 

looked so cute with matching socks and skirts -- but my 

mom made me wear tights! 

 It’s incredible to me that we immigrated into the 

middle of a pandemic, and I never knew until a few days 
ago. 

Ally Stoeger -  Gainesville  VA  20155 

 
JOSEPH  BAU 

(1920-2002) 
Painter, graphic artist, animator, illustrator, photographer, 

author, poet and publisher. 

 
 

 Joseph Bau was born in Krakow, Poland in 1920.  

As a youngster he showed artistic talent, and in 1938, he 

began his studies at the University of Plastic Arts in 



Krakow.  His studies were interrupted by the outbreak of 

World War II.  During the war, he spent five years in the 
ghetto and concentration camps, first in Krakow Ghetto, 

later in Plaszow Concentration Camp, then Gross Rosen 

Camp, and finally he was interned in Brinlitz - the camp 

run by Oscar Schindler. During this time, Bau's life was 

saved by working as a draftsman and by making signs for 

the Germans in Gothic letters.  He used his artistic talents 
to save hundreds of Jews by forging documents for them, 

allowing them to escape from the ghetto and concentration 

camps. A very humble man, he never talked about saving 

others.  Years later, when asked why he didn't escape by 

forging documents for himself, he answered: "If I had 
escaped, who would have saved the others?"  In answer to 

the question: "Aren't you sorry you did not escape instead 

of suffering for five years?" he replied: "But if I had, how 

would I have met my wife?" 

 Joseph met his wife Rebecca in Plaszow 
Concentration Camp. The young couple fell in love and 

decided to get married.  In order to marry Rebecca, he 

snuck into the women’s camp disguised as a woman, and 

they were secretly married.  In Steven Spielberg’s movie 

“Schindler’s List,” the scene showing a couple getting 

married in the concentration camp is based on their story. 
 During his time in the ghetto and camps, Joseph 

Bau never lost his spark of humanity, hope and humor. 

Even in those horrible circumstances he documented in 

paintings what he saw around him and wrote and 

illustrated a miniature book which contained poems, some 
humoristic. He also made playing cards as a reminder of a 

normal life.   

 After the war, Bau completed his university 

studies while working as a graphic artist and illustrator in 

Krakow.  In 1950 the couple immigrated to Israel.  

Initially Bau worked as a graphic artist for the Israeli 
Mossad and was the one who forged all the documents for 

the spies, including Eli Cohen and for catching Adolf 

Eichmann and for the team that went to catch him. In 

1960, he opened his own studio in Tel-Aviv, where he 

continued to paint in his own unique style, and to work as 
a graphic artist. His studio served as a cover story for his 

activities for the Mossad.  He also worked in the Israeli 

film industry, where he hand-drew the titles and credits for 

almost all of Israel’s movies until the 1980’s.  He was also 

Israel’s first animator and has been called the “Israeli Walt 

Disney.”  
 He wrote many books, the most famous one being 

Dear God, Have You Ever Gone Hungry? an 

autobiographical book that tells the story of his 

experiences during the holocaust. The book has had 

several editions and has been translated into numerous 
languages, including English, Polish, Chinese, Spanish and 

Dutch. Another of his books is an amusing “dictionary” of 

the Hebrew language containing fascinating illustrations 

which relate to the text.  

He painted and drew in a special style and has had many 

art exhibitions in Israel, the U.S.A, Canada, Poland 

England, Spain and Russia.  
 Since his death in 2002, Mr. Bau’s two daughters, 

Hadasa and Clila, have converted Joseph Bau's studio into 

a museum commemorating his holocaust experiences and 

the artistic and literary works that are the fruits of his 

highly creative life. The museum showcases his paintings 

and works of graphic art, as well as the animation 
equipment which he built himself.  It also has a small 

cinema where he screened the cartoons and movies he 

produced.  This museum is the only one of its kind in Israel 

and in the world that combines animation, graphics, 

Holocaust, research of the Hebrew language and love of 
Israel. When he returned to Krakow after the war ended, he 

found the drafting table that he had used to forge 

documents in the ghetto. It is now in the museum. His 

motto was" Always laugh and make others happy". 

 Joseph and Rebecca Bau had two daughters and 
four grandchildren. 

 In 2020 Joseph and Rebecca Bau received an 

award for “Jews who saved Jews” during the holocaust by 

B’nai B’rith. 

 June 18th  is Joseph’s 100 birthday. 

 
A permanent exhibition of his works is on display at the 

 “Joseph Bau House” Museum –  9 Berdychewski St.  Tel-

Aviv, Israel   

Web-site: www.josephbau.com      e-mail: 

josephbau@hotmail.com 
 

REBECCA BAU 

 Our mother, Rebecca Bau was in the Krakow 

ghetto and Plashow, Auschwitz and Lichtewerden 

concentration camps. She was a fearless woman and all her 

life she encouraged people and always laughed. 
 Rebecca was a nurse and cosmetician who worked 

in the ghetto hospital until all the patients were murdered. 

While in the ghetto, she saved many by helping them avoid 

the transports, among those, eleven members of the 

Geizhals family. 
 She was then transferred from the ghetto to the 

Plaszow concentration camp and there she saved many by 

giving them a pedicure because the Germans murdered 

those who limped. Amon Goeth, the camp commandant, 

forced her to give him manicures and pedicures. She knew 

nine languages, among them German, and when she 
returned to her barracks, she told what the Germans were 

planning and this way she became a spy. She was very 

sick her whole life and never revealed that it was because 

they severely punished her for saving Jews. He could have 

killed her but needed her services. She was also a secretary 
because of her knowledge of German and also worked in 

hard labor. She cleaned tanks from four in the morning 

until ten at night. After all that, Goeth summoned her for 

his manicure. After her death, we found a diary that she 



had secretly written with the names of people she saved. 

We published them and they are named "In the name of 
God". 

 In the concentration camp, she met her husband 

Joseph. He snuck into her barrack in the woman's camp 

dressed as a woman and they secretly got married. Their 

wedding is depicted in the movie "Schindler's List". 

 She replaced her name that was on Schindler's list 
with that of her husband, our father, and she herself was 

sent to Auschwitz. The reason she was on the list was 

because she had saved the life of Pemper's mother and he 

was one of the people making the list. 

 In Auschwitz, she saved some girls even during 
Mengele's selection. A little girl that was beaten by a Nazi, 

fell by her feet and was bleeding. The girl's mother, Mrs. 

Patzenbaum, yelled for help because she knew that if 

Mengele saw the bleeding, he would kill her immediately. 

Nobody wanted to help. Just the opposite. They moved 
away from the girl. When our mother heard the cry for 

help, "Ratunku! Ratunku!", she ran to the Polish capo who 

examined her in the first selection and asked for a rag. She 

cleaned the blood and tied the rag around the leg to stop 

the bleeding. She told the mother to put the child between 

them and this way, Mengele, who sat behind a table would 
not notice her wound. This is the way the child survived. 

 In 1950 Rebecca immigrated to Israel with her 

husband and three-year-old daughter and worked as a 

cosmetician. When she cared for Holocaust survivors, she 

coaxed them to tell what happened to them during the war 
because they did not tell their families.  

 Later, she traveled six times to Germany and 

Austria to testify against Germans that were tried for war 

crimes. Her motto in life was "All will be good!" – "będzie 

wszystko dobrze" in Polish and this is the way she was her 

whole life. https://youtu.be/uVCRK0xB81Y 
 

Clila and Hadasa Bau 

 

REPORT: ANTI-SEMITIC INCIDENTS IN US HIT 
RECORD HIGH IN 2019 

Michael Kunzelman May 12, 2020 
 

 

Silver Spring, Md. (AP) — American Jews were targets of 

more anti-Semitic incidents in 2019 than any other year 

over the past four decades, a surge marked by deadly 

attacks on a California synagogue, a Jewish grocery store 
in New Jersey and a rabbi's New York home, the Anti-

Defamation League reported Tuesday. 

 The Jewish civil rights group counted 2,107 anti-

Semitic incidents in 2019, finding 61 physical assault 

cases, 1,127 instances of harassment and 919 acts of 
vandalism. That’s the highest annual tally since the New 

York City-based group began tracking anti-Semitic 

incidents in 1979. It also marked a 12% increase over the 

1,879 incidents it counted in 2018. 

 Jonathan Greenblatt, the group’s CEO, attributes 

last year's record high to a “normalization of anti-Semitic 
tropes,” the “charged politics of the day” and social media. 

This year, he said, the COVID-19 pandemic is fueling anti-

Semitic conspiracy theories. 

 “Anti-Semitism is a virus. It is like a disease, and it 

persists,” Greenblatt said. “It's sometimes known as the 

oldest hatred. It never seems to go away. There truly is no 
single antidote or cure.” 

 The ADL's count of anti-Semitic assaults involved 

95 victims. More than half of the assaults occurred in New 

York City, including 25 in Brooklyn. Eight of 

those Brooklyn assaults 
including 25 in Brooklyn. Eight of those Brooklyn assaults 

happened during a span of eight days in December, 

primarily in neighborhoods where many Orthodox Jews 

live. 

“Objects were thrown at victims, anti-Semitic slurs were 
shouted, and at least three victims were hit or punched in 

their heads or faces,” says the report first given exclusively 

to The Associated Press. 

 The ADL defines an anti-Semitic assault as “an 

attempt to inflict physical harm on one or more people who 

are Jewish or perceived to be Jewish, accompanied by 
evidence of anti-Semitic animus.” Three of those 2019 

assaults were deadly. 

 A 20-year-old former nursing student, John T. 

Earnest, awaits trial on charges he killed a woman and 

wounded three other people during an attack on Chabad of 
Poway synagogue near San Diego in April 2019. The 

gunman told a 911 dispatcher that he shot up the synagogue 

on the last day of Passover because Jews were trying to 

“destroy all white people,” according to prosecutors. 

 Attacks in Jersey City, New Jersey, killed a police 

detective in a cemetery and three people at a kosher 
market in December. Authorities said the attackers, David 

Anderson and Francine Graham, were motivated by a 

hatred of Jewish people and law enforcement. 

 A 37-year-old man, Grafton Thomas, was charged 

with stabbing five people with a machete at a Hanukkah 
celebration at a rabbi’s home in Monsey, an Orthodox 

Jewish community north of New York City. One of the five 

victims died three months after the Dec. 28 attack. Federal 

prosecutors said Thomas had handwritten journals 

containing anti-Semitic comments and a swastika. 

 The ADL’s report attributed 270 anti-Semitic 
incidents to extremist groups or individuals. A separate 

ADL report, released in February, found that 2019 was the 

sixth deadliest year for violence by all domestic extremists 

since 1970. 

 The ADL counted 919 vandalism incidents in 
2019, a 19% increase from 774 incidents in 2018. 

Two men described by authorities as members of a white 

supremacist group called The Base were charged with 

conspiring last year to vandalize synagogues, including 

Beth Israel Sinai Congregation in Racine, Wisconsin. Even 



before his synagogue was defaced with swastikas, Rabbi 

Martyn Adelberg sensed that anti-Semitic incidents in the 
U.S. have been increasing as extremist rhetoric migrates 

from the internet’s fringes to mainstream platforms. 

 “It provokes something else, too: an undying 

outpouring of love,” he said, noting that a crowd of 150 

people — at least five times the normal size and consisting 

mostly of gentiles — attended the first service at the temple 
after the vandalism. “The support was overwhelming.” 

 The ADL says it helped authorities identify a 

suspect accused of plastering white supremacist and anti-

Semitic stickers on a display case at Chabad Jewish Center 

in Ocean City, Maryland. Rabbi Noam Cohen, the center’s 
director, said anti-Semitism has ebbed and flowed for 

centuries. He views the vandalism of his center as an 

isolated incident, not a sign of growing anti-Semitism. 

“Maybe I’m naive, but I hope not,” he said. 

 The ADL tallied 1,127 harassment incidents last 
year, a 6% increase over 2018. The group defined these 

incidents as cases in which at least one Jewish person 

reported feeling harassed by the perceived anti-Semitic 

words or actions of another person or group. 

 The ADL report doesn’t try to fully assess online 

anti-Semitism, but it does include incidents in which 
individuals or groups received anti-Semitic content in 

direct messages, on listservs or in social media settings 

“where they would have the reasonable expectation to not 

be subjected to anti-Semitism.” 

 The ADL counted 171 anti-Semitic incidents last 
year referencing Israel or Zionism, including five instances 

in which members of a white supremacist group, Patriot 

Front, protested outside Israel-aligned organizations to 

oppose “Zionist influence” over the U.S. government. 

“Although it is not antisemitic to protest Israeli policies, 

these protests must be considered within the context of this 

group’s well-documented antisemitic agenda,” the report 
says. 

 The ADL says it tries to avoid conflating general 

criticism of Israel with anti-Semitism. “However, Israel-

related harassment of groups or individuals may be 

included when the harassment incorporates established 

anti-Jewish references, accusations and/or conspiracy 
theories, or when they demonize American Jews for their 

support of Israel,” the report says. 

 

 

JCC KRAKOW 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Ride For The Living 2020 has officially gone VIRTUAL, and it’s never been easier to join. Signing up for 
Virtual Ride For The Living only takes a minute, and it’s totally free to participate! Bike, run, or walk your 

way to 60 miles (or whatever distance you’re comfortable with) over the course of a month, week, week-
end, or day from June 3 – July 5 as we work together to raise money and support JCC Krakow’s community of 

Holocaust survivors and ongoing Covid -19 relief efforts. Sign up today and join our global community as 
we unite to celebrate the rebirth of Jewish life in Poland! 
 https://ridefortheliving.org/ 

https://ridefortheliving.org/


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 
HAPPY EVENTS  
Anniversaries 
May 
 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Spielman 27   Mr. and Mrs. Steven Winchester  33 

June 
 Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Berlin  49   Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Schein   

 Mr. and Mrs. Abe Dortheimer   Mr. and Mrs. Lee Scheumann  39 
 Mr. and Mrs. David Edell  43    Mr. and Mrs. William Schnycer  62 
 Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Kaminski   Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Steinig  53 
 Mr. and Mrs. Jake Landers  59   Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Zborowski 
 Mr. and Mrs. Martin Leitzes 

 

 
Mazal Tov 
 

"We Shall Not Die Now"... A recent documentary film with sensitive portrayals of the Holocaust based on the 
life & experiences of our long time member, Jack Betteil.  
 

New Baby 
Baby Ian, born to Emily Rodney, daughter of Michael & Bonnie Lewis Rodney (zlv)  

 
Please submit your anniversary dates and happy life cycle events to Ida Lewis (email address found below) so 
we may congratulate you in our Newsletter regarding your special day/event.  
 
DONATIONS: 

Marlene Grunberg Banyasz- in memory of Helga & Julian Grunberg, zlv. $100. 
Herta Getzler [Canada] in memory of Dola Polland $100 

Beit Halochem 
Arthur Spielman-  $36 
Lucy & Julius Ross - in memory of Helga Grunberg, zlv.- $50 

 

Refuah Sheleima 
To our members who are ill and in need of healing... we bless you to have a speedy recovery, a return to opti-
mal health  as soon as possible. 
Please inform us of any members who would appreciate their names being  mentioned for thoughts and prayers 
for healing. 
 

BE SAFE!!             STAY STRONG!!                 BE WELL!!  
 

 
Sunshine Committee Chairwomen 

Ida Lewis -718-380-3574.   Email: idale747@gmail.com 

Eva Pfau- 718-464-0932.  Email: evapfau@gmail.com 
 



 

 
 

We acknowledge the contribution of the 

Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany in helping to publish 

this Newsletter. 

We announce the passing of our 
Dear Member and Friend 

 

HENRY ERLICH 
 

Our Sincerest Condolences 
To his Family 

We announce the passing of our 
Dear Member and Friend 

 

FELICIA FRIEDMAN 
Widow of our Founder Elias 

 
Our heartfelt Condolences  

To her Family 

We announce the passing of our 
Dear Friend and Member 

 

BONNIE LEWIS RODNEY 
 

Our Sympathy to her 
Husband Michael and Sister 

Barbara Lewis Kaplan 

We announce the passing of our 
Dear Member and Friend 

 

GENIA LITWOK  
 

Our Deep Sympathy  

To her Family 

We announce the passing of our 
Dear Friend and Member 

 

CECILE MOSBERG 
 

Our Condolences to Edward and 
her daughters 

Bernice and Louise 

 

We announce the passing of our 
Dear Member and Friends 

 
ROSE KASMER 

 
Our Sincere Sympathy 

To her Family 
 
 

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN EVERLASTING PEACE 
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